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AALBORG WELL SETTLED IN BRUSSELS

In 1951 Aalborg established it's agreed to establish an office in - EU projects in Central and East-
first twin town relation and since Riga, Latvia. ern Europe and with special attention
then the number has reached 25  This international/EU organisation to the Baltic states
twin towns all over the world. and the close cooperation between the - establishment of EU-financed net-
These international links have pro- three offices means that we can offeworks, including the strengthening of
vided Aalborg with a great experi- highly specialised assistance on EU+elationships with Scandinavia
ence in carrying out international matters and are able to persue EU-ini- - EU projects with the purpose of
contacts and projects and in 1990 tiatives and projects which can strengthening SME’s in the region
the international involvement lead strengthen the internationalization of - generally increased cooperation
to the establishment of an EU-or- business, education, environment, rewith Eastern Europe.
ganisation in Aalborg Local Au- search and culture etc. in Aalborg.
thority as well as the opening of our The EU prospects and efforts until
representative office in Brussels. 1998 will concentrate especially on: | Further information:

Furthermore in 1991 the City of - EU environmental and urban en-| Mette Jensen

Aalborg, Aalborg Commercial vironment projects International Officer

Council and 20 private firms - EU projects in education and re-| Tel. +45 99 311514
search Fax +45 99 313132

E-mail: beno@aix1.danadata.dk

AARHUS EU OFFICE IN BRUSSELS

Within the last 5-10 years many mately 700,000 inhabitants. Today
municipalities and regions have es- three persons are permanently em
tablished their own representation ployed at the Aarhus EU Office in Brus-
in Brussels. What drives this devel- sels. The Arhus EU Office is mainly
opment and what do such represen- dealing with project financing, legal
tations achive with their different  aspects, international contacts and in
mandates and strategies. The formation serving companies, insti-
Aarhus EU Office in Brussels is a tutions and municipalities.
succes - here is why.

Results

Background and tasks In terms of direct economic results

The overall objective of the Aarhus the Aarhus EU Office generated more
EU Office is to work for growth and than 60 mill. Danish kroner from the
job creation which in practice meansEU-budget in the period of 1990-96
that the work of the office mainly is in cooperation with its clients in both
directed towards project financing with the private and the public sector. As thegportance in order to secure the suc-
emphasis on the EU budget. The Mu£EU normally finance 50% of such cess of a Brussels representation. First
nicipality of Aarhus, with a population projects, the total figure of project fi- of all, political consensus is necessary
of about 300,000, set up the Aarhushancing amounts to more than 120before such a project is decided upon.
EU Office in 1990 as part of a newmill. Danish kroner. More uncertain Secondly, clear objectives and a clear
strategy for local economic develop-but still positive are many other eco-operational strategy are highly relevant
ment and growth within the municipal- nomic results which have been facili-for the day to day work of the office.
ity of Aarhus. This strategy was decidedtated by contacts created or informa-Regarding the Aarhus EU Office, be-
by the city council in cooperation with tion produced by the office. Finally it ing part of the Economic Development
the local trade unions and industrial or-is also worth noting that the office gen-Department means that the overall ob-
ganisations. Since the start of theerates an income of one third of itsjectives are quite clear - to contribute
Aarhus EU Office the scope of opera-budget as mainly clients in the privateto growth, economic development and
tion has been enlarged by agreementsector pay for the services offered. job-creation in the region. Thirdly, a
in 1994 with 9 smaller municipalities strong and supporting home base is
around Aarhus and in 1995 to cover Conditions for success very significant. Again our position as
Aarhus County, in all counting approxi- A number of conditions are of im- part of the Economic Development
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Department ensures the right forumobtained before deciding to start theBrussels cost money.

for activities and projects and easy coneffice. The fifth condition is to chose

In conclusion, the work and out-

tact with the local business environ-the right people with the right combi- come of representations in Brussels

ment. The fourth condition, to have nation of skills to translate the wor|

Id are very different - depending on their

good relations and support from theof Brussels into a language understoodhitial objectives, strategies, the peo-

business environment, is absolutelyby the business community and vi

ceple behind, etc. From a cost-benefit

essential. In the case of the Aarhus EWersa to the benefit of local economicpoint of view it will rarely be advanta-

Office, positive indications from the development. Finally, an office i
business environment were already

n geous to set up a Brussels representa-
tion just because the neighbour-region
has done so - it takes more to make it

THE INTERNATIONAL
STRATEGY OF GDANSK

Poland is preparing to become a
member of the European Union,
Gdaiisk has always been an Euro-
pean city. Nevertheless this is still
a work to be done on different lev-
els of economic, political and social
life. So that they have been taking
many activities to enhance coopera-
tion between Gddisk and European
countries and cities. This is very
important to make citizens under-
stood the significance of European
integration.

regional cooperation in the Baltic S

European projects, British Know Ho

tion, MATRA programme - the Dutc
government programme for local a
thorities ,Communication manage
ment and Community Development f
Social Innovation and Administrativ
European direction: Reform”, PRELUDE - to prepare a
participation in the East-West strategic plan for Gdigk urban devel-
Committee of Eurocities with the opment and to establish a strate
Lord Mayor of Gdésk as a president, policy for the Tri-City Agglomeration
which is to co-ordinate co-operation Millennium celebrations - cul-
between Eastern and Western Euroture and sport events on European
pean cities, participation in the IULA range
(International Union of Local Authori- ~ New Hansa Days from the 26 to ?
ties), participation in the CEMR June 97 - meeting of the represen
(Council of European Municipalities tives of over 100 European cities, E
and Regions) ropean Championship in Kyokush
Baltic direction: Karate on the 24 May, World Sailin
Secretariat of the Union of Baltic Championships: Finn Class, ILC 4
Cities, the Secretariat of VASAB 2010 Cup Royal Cup from the 3t0 13 J
in Gdaisk, cooperation with the Bal- European St.Dominic Fair - betw

area taking its place beside oth
ECOS-Ouverture offices in Denmar,
Sweden and Finland. All these office
main task is to provide a complete st
port for regional and local authoritie
to help them in implementation ¢

d DUL,L,UD!

GDYNIA
FOSTERS EU
COOPERATION

2a  Since 1990 many initiatives

ethave been taken in Gdynia to pro-

K, mote union, cooperation and under-

s’standing among the people of Eu-
prope. The main economic events
sinclude: EUROPARTENARIAT

f Polska 1994 - a largest economic
v meeting of European SME and un-

Fund to improve municipal administra- dertaking of similar kind, and the

N Baltic Sea Partenariat 1996, both
U-initiatives of the European Com-

2- mission.

or

e Also the City Hall of Gdynia has

n undertaken several concrete initiatives
aimed at developing society awareness
Ji@bout the EU.

* The City Board of Gdynia has car-
ried out a competition “ Gdynia ways
to Europe” for all our inhabitants in
1996 and 1997. Participants had to
?Osubmit projects, which will ensure
tapopularisation of European solidarity,
u-institutions and friendly cooperation
n between Gdynia and its twin cities in-
g habitants. The awarded project are re-
Oalising e.g. organising of workshop for
y,Gdynia’s teachers focused on the

C U

tic region cities in the framework of 2nd and 16th August.
the ICLEI to protect the environment
of the Baltic Sea, cooperation with the
partner cities: Bremen, Sefton, Turku
included

European programmes

ECOS-Ouverture programme - the
Polish office established in Gitlsk as
the next step in developing the inter

Further information:

Liaison For International Affairs
City Hall

ul. Nowe Ogrody 8/12
80-803 Gdansk

Tel. +48 58 329961

:ntheme of European integration and
education.

* Many brochures, folders and
magazines about the EU institutions
have been distributed to all schools in
Gdynia and to Gdynia NGO's office
(there was established a small, opened
for everyone reading-room) and to
Municipal Public Library. The Euro-
pean schools and libraries collections

Fax +48 58 320134
E-mail: intcont@gdansk.gda.pl
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are permanently completed with newmation about the EU was published orthe Flag of Honour of the Council of

publications. this occasion. In addition to this, sho

urope in 1996 for its efforts on the

« European Clubs were establishedarticles focused on the EU theme
in six schools, the activities of which started to be published in the weekly
develop knowledge about Europearedition of the RATUSZ.
integration among youth. The town of Gdynia has also been

« Gdynia has celebrated the Europaecognised twice for its achievements
Day on the 8 of May for the last two in EU cooperation. The first award was
years. A special edition of the Ratusz{from the European Commission called
newsletter of Gdynia City Board and The Golden Stars of Twining in 1995,
Council including some basic infor- and the second time Gdynia received

field of promoting European integ
tion.

ra-

Further information:

Mrs Krystyna Borkowska
City Hall of Gdynia
Foreign Relation Division
Al. Pilsudskiego 52/54

] 81-382 Gdynia, Poland
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KALININGRAD & TACIS

The City of Kaliningrad appeared
on the world map only in 1991; for
nearly 45 years it was completely
closed for foreign visitors. Today
Kaliningrad is the capital of the
smallest and westernmost region of
the Russian Federation, which, af-

first project - TROS “Training of
retired officers” gave us the possi-
bility to solve at least partly the prok
lem of re-training of the officers, wh
retire not because of age, but beca
of the reduction of the army. The r
sults of the second project - RUSS

D

3_

Tl

ter the split of the Soviet Union, is

(Russian Short Sea Transport In-

separated from the main land of
Russia. One of the best possibilities
to learn from our western partners

vestigation), were also very effec
tive. A team of Russian and foreig
! _ X ] scientists, experts and business p
alongside with bilateral relations  pje had the possibility to investigat
Is participation in EU projects.  the cargo and passenger flows in t
The City of Kaliningrad has partici- g4jtic Sea and propose the optima
pated in four projects funded by Tacisgrom their point of view - model of the
City Twinning Programme. They are: short shipping in this area.
-"Improvement of the envi- We must also mention one of tH
ronmental situation in the har- st successful projects in partne
bours of Kaliningrad through train- ship with Aalborg (DK) and
ing and exchange of experience and gremerhaven (D), funded by the EU
foundation of an environmental pro- | ife_fund and ECAT-Kaliningrad (En-
tection unit within the port admin- yironmental Centre for Administratior
istration of Kaliningrad” - in part- 5ng Technology), which, in its turn
nership with the City of Copenhagengenerated more than 20 projects on
in Denmark _ most vital problems of the city.
-"Supportof SMES” -inpart-  papticipation in EU projects give
nership with the City of Aalborg in {he City Hall a possibility to solve si

Denmark o multaneously a wide range of issu€
-"Energy saving in the Cen-

tral District Heating Network of
Kaliningrad” - in partnership with
Bremerhaven in Germany
-"Support in creating sus-

tainable transport system” (is still
going on). EU Project Leader Author-
ity is Southampton City Council in the
UK.

The City of Kaliningrad has also
participated in two projects funded by
the Ecos-Ouverture programme. The

n
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existing relations with local authori-
Nt
D
a

nd-nromates-the-developme.
tHe-G

acg-9 m
eSS Eveiopme

O Promotcs

the new ones. Also, it provides g
training opportunities for our spec
sts.

Further information:

Nina Wchniakova

Deputy Head of Foreign Relati
Kaliningrad City Hall
Pl.Pobedy, 1

236000 Kaliningrad

Tel. +7 0112 214876

Fax +7 0112 215395

n
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NELERRNETS IN
KOTKA

Kotka is a city with about 56 000
inhabitants on the southern coast of
Finland near the Russian boundary.
Kotka has been one of the pioneers

1@ developing the idea of an infor-

mation society. A proposed service
office project, “NET for nets”, has
been presented to the Telematic
Applications Programme of the
European Commission by the city

sPf Kotka together with the city of

Kouvola, Kouvola Region and Re-

h&ional Council of Kymenlaakso.

The location of Kotka is of great
importance in the proposed project,
since one objective has been to develop

ra consistent network around the Bal-

tic Sea. The definite decision-making

sof the Commission takes place in the

autumn 1997.

“NET for nets” was initiated by
telematic companies from Finland
&Novo Group), Germany, Italy and
Spain, which are part of the European
Local Authorities” Telematic Network
ELANET. “NET for nets” was pre-
sented to selected innovative cities,

It gives us a chance to strengthen th&vhich joined the project enthusiasti-
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cally. for the citizens. These services will beinformation society.
The main aim of the project will be presented in the Internet. The citizens

to produce and demonstrate municipahave 24 hours access to the political Further information:

telematic platforms, a consistent pack-apparatus and administration. By con;

age of public-oriented telematic serv-structing telematic services for the fu-| Mr Hannu Tuittu

ices such as kiosks (self-serviceture, Kotka and the other project part{ Tel. +358 5 234 4226

touch-automat) and telematic countersiers will be on their way to a future| Fax +358 5 234 4252
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CITY DEVELOPMENT PLANNING

Since spring 1995 the two UBC
member cities, and at the same time
twin-cities, and Nykgbing F. (Den-
mark) and Liepija (Latvia) are run-
ning a project to establish a City
Development Planning for Liegja
with the headlines: Requirements,
Chances and Perspectives. The Ger-
man twin-city Darmstadt of Liepija
and its contact-city Freiberg [EENESSSRVAIVIR0I%
(Saxonia) also participate in the

project. The ECOS/Ouverture-Pro- The project consists of the follow- project is completed, probably at the
gramme of the European Union is ing elements: end of May 1998. The total budget in-
the main financier. e Land use plan lusive-the-eo-finanst 1) from-the-EU
» Green area concept s at the amount of 380.900 ECU.
The preparations for the project .« Traffic
have taken some time, but the project « Environment Further information:

is now approved by the ECOS/  The work has been going on for
Ouverture-Programme in the Wintersome time. There will be some semi{ Mr Peter Rygaard Andersen
1996/97. nars and work-shops, before the City of Nykabing F., Denmark

TJal-4+45- L4 -QC A2 00
ITCl THY J5 09 50 UU

E-mail: pra@nyk-f-kom.dk.

LUBECK INTERPRISE 1997

7 Business Development Institu- tic Sea regions which have an interesPetersburg (RUS). Apart from arrang-
tions Join Forces Under EU Pro- in cooperating with each other. This ising the venue as such a multi-language
gramme. supported by DG XXIlIl as part of their Internet presentation has been created

INTERPRISErogramme. Althoughit with is outling the project and above

Under the project management oftook nearly one year from the first all the participating companies (http:/
datalink LS Lubeck, a business develimeeting of the project group to the fi- 'www.datalink-Is.com). Further re-
opment project originally initiated be- nal approval of the European Commisgions-especially fromtheBattic States
tween the Hanseatic City of Lubecksion the cooperation with the Brusselsare welcome to join us.
and the county administration of office has been extremly smooth in
Malmoéhus lan/Skurups kommun, 7comparison with other EU pro-
business development institutionsgrammes. Further information:
around the Baltic Sea have joined their Our project is split into a project
forces with the help of the EU management group with reps from| Bjorn Jacobsen
INTERPRISErogramme. Kotka (FIN), Lubeck (D), Naestved | datalink LS

The aim of datalink LS (DK)and Skurup (S)andaprojectparty Wielandstrasse 14A
INTERPRISEsS to identify, match and ner group with participants from | D 23558 Libeck, GERMANY
invite SME’s in the participating Bal- Pane¥tys (LIT), Sopot (PL) and St. | Tel. +49 451 8716123

Fax:+49 451 8716114
E-mail: bjoiRGasbegi@ 9
datalink-Is.com




