Report on the Commission on Culture Activities 

June 2002 - February 2003

Meeting of the Board of UBC Commission on Culture

Gdansk, Poland, 14-16 February 2003

The main topic of this meeting was discussion on the VII Annual Session of the UBC Commission on Culture. Planned before the CoC Session in Szczecin, 4-6 Oct. 2003, entitled "Museums, Galleries, Artists Run Spaces in the Baltic Cities. Innovative Forms of Social Communication" engendered controversy and has to be discuss again. 

The City of Szczecin presented to the Board two international projects, which could be realised under the auspices of the Union of the Baltic Cities. There were: "A strand of Baltic Pearls: A History of Cities in the Region" and "The Baltic Landscape. The Visual Imagery of the Baltic Sea". 

During the meeting in Gdansk, the CoC Board was informed as well about Mare Articum plans for this year and forthcoming Baltic Biennial of Contemporary Art, October 2003 in Szczecin.

MARE ARTICUM the Baltic Art Magazine

in 2002 were edited two issues: 

Globalisation investigates the way in which the globalisation processes lead to completely new ways of perceiving social reality. It starts with 'transculture' and the evolution of hitherto existing cultural patterns, moving on to the manner in which political decisions receive cultural and historical legitimisation. The issue also touches on the risks of the expansive "Euro-American" model of culture to those cultures that are not familiar with Western institutions of public life, including, seemingly, the most valuable ones such as democracy and human rights. 

Art & Politics - this issue presents art positions for which the point of departure is the definition of art perceived as a stimulate tool for social debate and the form of engagement with the public life. The emphasis is put there on the critical observation of the social environment and formulation of openly political postulates which aim at reshaping of the structural values and institutions whose mission is to implement and maintain them.

From the beginning of the year 2003 there is prepared a new issue entitled "New Art in St. Petersburg", which will be edited in collaboration with Ekaterina Andreeva cutator of the State Russian Museum in St. Petersburg.
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