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1. A nominating committee for the Commission on Tourisms meeting in Cesis (Aug. 2003) has been elected for the next program period August 2003 until 2005. 

The Board existing consists of Kalmar (Chair), Palanga (v Chair), Kaunas and Rostock (October 2001 – August 2003)

2. The UBC network has been used for distribution of information. 

3. The Commission has started the project Baltic Welcome Centre approved by the BSR INTERREG IIIB Steering Committee on the 18th of December 2001.  This is a three years project with so far 5 member cities on the Interreg-side:

Kalmar(projectleader), Växjö, Sweden; Halden kommune/Östfold len, Norway; Turisme Region Syd, Denmark and Schwerin, Germany. The Commission also got further participants from the eastern side by the EC programmes Phare and TACIS. Approval from EC is given to Kaliningrad, and Narva, Ivangorod (Tacis) and Cecis, in the Phare-program.

4. Kalmar has also prepared a new Interreg-application about “Ancient Times” together with Lofoten in Norway, Middelaldercenteret in Nyköbing, and Passentin in Germany, and succeeded to get an approval from EC in December 2002. Elblang in Poland will try to join the project in the Phare program from 2003 and so will Cesis in Latvia. The project period is 3 years.

5. The development of the planned tourism exchange programme, TEP, is continuing. Contacts with the Council of Nordic Ministers in Vilnius and the Programme Office in Stockholm are ongoing. Information on the TEP and the Council of Nordic Ministers was available in the Commissions meeting in Palanga and after questioning it seems that most of the participants in the meeting were going to apply.

6. Establishment of valuable contacts and co-operation with scientists of the Baltic Business School/University of Kalmar. For the moment there are student from 17 different nations. The main topic is tourism.

7. The Commission on Tourisms meeting in Palanga had the following agenda:

Date: 29th of August – 1st of September.

Programme: 

a. Information of the Council of Nordic Ministers and the opportunities fro the Commission on Tourism (TEP) Knut Hjort Johansen

b. Information on the possibilities of working with INTERREG programmes

c. Information on TACIS and Phare possibilities

d. Activity/Financial report of the Commission

e. New idea presentations of touristic projects

f. Small Partners Search Forum

g. Visit to the first and also biggest Amber Museum in the World (educational excursion)

A refund of 100 EURO has been offered to participants from Russia, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania and Poland, for travel and accommodation connected to the Palanga meeting.
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