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Riga Seminar booklet 

The UBC Commission on Urban Planning and Public Design and  the City of Riga  arranged a Seminar in Riga  18.4. – 21.4.2002. The theme of this seminar was:

PUBLIC SPACE – PROBLEMS AND POSSIBILITIES 

The booklet of this seminar will be published in April.

St. Petersburg Seminar 

The UBC Commission on Urban Planning and the St. Petersburg  City Administration  Committee for City Planning and Architecture  and the Distric Administrations of Admiralty, Vyborsky and Petrodvoretz  Districts  and the Real Estate Company Becar arranged a Seminar in St. Petersburg 19.9. – 21.9.2002. Its  theme was:

DEVELOPING THE HISTORICAL INDUSTRIAL BELT OF ST. PETERSBURG AND THE NEW MASTER PLAN. 

 We had in the seminar some 35 participants. They were from 15      UBC cities and 8 countries as follows:  

· Denmark:   Aarhus

· Estonia:  Narva,  Sillamäe,

· Finland:  Helsinki, Tampere, Turku, Vantaa

· Latvia:  Riga,

· Lithuania:  Kaunas, Vilnius

· Poland:  Gdynia, Szczecin,

· Russia: St. Peterburg   

· Sweden:  Malmö, Umeå.

The Chief Architect of  St.Petersburg  Mr Oleg A Khartsenko and the Head of the Masterpalan  Division Mr Victor Polichouk made excellent  
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presentations of the main strategies and principles  of the new masterplan of St. Petersburg. They also presented the 11 main investment areas in the historical city centre and in the industrial belt around it. 

In the seminar we got also splendid presentations conserning  the main problems of the conservation and revitalization of the historical industrial belt and  the legal framework and regulation of real estate and land developing situation in St. Petersburg.  

Participants from Sillamäe, Tampere, Vantaa and Helsinki made Best Practice presentations. 

In the workshops the participants - as a short time consultants – concentrated on how to develop  two areas in this huge industrial belt around the historical centre. The case studies were:

· Development of the area around former Warsaw railway station and Shkapina Rozenshteina street

· Development of the area of Vyboerskaya Embarkment   

At the end of the day the working groups presented the results of the case studies to the representatives of St. Petersgurg in a nice boat  cruising in the river Neva. Mr Ole Östergaard and Mats Olsson  presented new ideas to develop the area of ex. Warsaw railway station  as a airport city between the City Centre, harbour and airport.  The discussion that followed was active, constructive and stimulating.   

Mr Jussi Kautto visited 26.8. – 27.8.2002 St. Petersburg to prepare this seminar with Ms Anna Katkhanova, Mr Victor Polichouk and all other local organisators. 

Special thanks to Architect Anna Katkhanova, who made a huge work for this seminar. It was a success. It was real impressive  time with UBC and St. Petersburg planners and designers. 

The St.Petersburg seminar report will be published in June. 

 ABC II – Alliance of the Baltic Cities

The UBC Commission on Urban Planning prepared in the leadership of the Malmö City Planning Department a new and improved  EU / Interreg III B application:  

ABC – ALLIANCE OF BALTIC CITIES II,

A CITY NETWORK CO-OPERATION FOR LOCAL APPROACHES TO REGIONAL STRATEGIES.
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The BSR Interreg III B Steering Committee accepted 17.12.2002 in certain terms this project and will co-finance the project in  years    2003 – 2005. Special thanks to Mr Lars Brattberg and Johan Emanuelson of Malmö, who prepared the application.  

In March Malmö City Planning Department will make a contract with Interreg III B Steering Committee / Rostock and Karlskrona. After that Malmö will make contracts with 26 partners of this ABC – project. 

At the same time the ABC  partners from non-EU cities are preparing their applications to get financial support for this co-operation. 

The 27 ABC partners are:

Sweden: 
Malmö, Umeå, Kalmar, Sundsvall

Denmark :
Aarhus, Kolding, Nyköbing F, 

Estonia:
Kärdla, Narva, Pärnu, Tartu, Viljandi

Finland:
Helsinki, Espoo, Kotka, Lahti, Tampere, Turku, Vaasa

Germany:
Rostock, 

Latvia:
Jekabpils, Jurmala, Liepaja, Riga,

Poland:
Gdynia, Szczecin, Gdansk

Malmö City Planning Department is the lead partner. 

In the ABC project we have three so called  Work Packages. They have to prepare seminars and seminar reports. According the application the WP´s are:

WP no 1
Helsinki (lead), Kolding, Viljandi, Rigas and one more

WP no 2 
Umeå (lead), Vaasa, Gdynia, Tartu, Jurmala

WP no 3
Malmö (lead), Liepaja, Rostock, Nyköbing F, Pärnu   



The ABC-project takes place in 2003 – 2005. 

According to the application there will be 6 common seminars / project meetings. In 2003 – 2005 they will be arranged in Kolding, Vaasa, Liepaja, Viljandi, Gdynia and Malmö.

Next seminar will take place in Kolding, Denmark 23.4.-26.4.2003. 

The WP no1 visited Kolding 7.3. – 9.3.2003 to prepare this seminar.  



The theme of this ABC seminar is:

DEVELOPED URBAN MANAGEMENT, CITY RENEWAL AND DEVELOPMENT TOWARDS SUSTAINABILITY.

More information from Mr Lars Brattberg and Johan Emanuelson, Malmö City Planning Department.








4.

 Information

The City of Helsinki Urban Facts produced a nice report in 2002: Housing in European Cities, Statistical Comparisons. To get more information about housing it was sent from Helsinki to the partners of our network. The Malmö  City Planning Department has kindly  informed many of us by sending their fine Urban Planning Magazines to us.  Thank you all for many beautiful  Christmas cards and e-mail messages.       

Costs 

In 2002 the activity costs of UBC Commission on Urban Planning were:  the material (printing,  telephone ) costs  34 450 euros,  the travelling and accomondatin costs preparing the seminars 5 100 euros and the salary costs ( 1300 working hours )  32 500- 72 800 euros.  The total costs were in 2002  some  72 000 – 112 000 euros.

