COMMISSION ON CULTURE

ACTIVITY REPORT OCTOBER 2001 – SEPTEMBER 2003

IV Biennial of Contemporary Art, Szczecin, Poland, November 2001 

MARE ARTICUM editorial board recommended 30 artists from all countries around the Baltic Sea to the edition of the Biennial which was open on 26th of October 2001 in Szczecin under the title "SYBARIS. The fatal attraction of civilisation" The show was curated by Lech Karwowski and Magdalena Lewoc - Polish editors of Mare Articum and organised by National Museum in Szczecin, the Castle of Pomeranian Dukes and Secretariat of Commission on Culture of the Union of the Baltic Cities. The idea of the IV Baltic Biennial of Contemporary Art was to put on display in Szczecin sensual, intriguing, professional and carefully crafted art objects without limiting the artists to restrictions of form or genre. Biennial exhibition was accompanied by a series of seminars.

Meeting of the Board of UBC Commission on Culture, Bergen, Norway, 1-2 Feb. 2002

The main topic of this meeting was the preparation for the sixth CoC Session in Riga in April 2002. The representative from Riga City Council was invited to Bergen to discuss the program for the CoC annual meeting. As well current commission activities, the board discussed the CoC Action Plan for years 2002-2003.

6th  Annual Session of the UBC Commission on Culture  entitled  "Culture Education 

in Latvia and the Significance of International Collaboration in Music and Art Education", Riga, Latvia, 11-13 April 2002

During the 5th Session of the Commission on Culture in Espoo and Helsinki on the theme "Art Education in the Baltic Cities", it was decided to continue this topic in occasion of the next CoC meeting. Riga hosted the Commission on Culture’s 6th Annual Session, 11-13 April, 2002 entitled "Culture Education in Latvia and the Significance of International Collaboration in Music and Art Education". The session was open by Ms Karina Petersone, Minister of Culture of the Republic of Latvia. Some 40 persons from 8 Baltic countries took part.

The session in Riga was divided into three topics: Music, Folk Music and Visual Arts. During two days, 19 experts presented different aspects of art education in the Baltic region on both state and municipal levels. There were interesting debates on a number of problems connected with art education, as well as a look at international projects initiated by schools.  Participants of the session were present at concerts during the 15th International Music School Festival and visited Bolderaja Art School and Riga Art School, which are the leading art centres for children and youth in Riga.

Meeting of the CoC Board, Viljandi, June, 7-9, 2002  in connection with the meeting of the UBC Board. During the meeting, future CoC projects were discussed. 

Mr Ilias Myssirys, project-coordinator from the Vaasa City, presented a report on the ‘North European Youth Art Circle’ project, an interdisciplinary workshop that took place in May in Vaasa, Finland.

ArtGenda, Hamburg, Germany, June 2002

ArtGenda is intended as a forum for the presentation of young artists of all traditional genres (literature, performance, fine arts, design, architecture, music, film, photography, media etc.) from 18 cities around the Baltic Sea.

Since 1996, ArtGenda has been organised every second year; each time in different city and each time focused on different themes. For each city so far 50 (Copenhaden’96), 20 (Stockholm’98) were invited after a selection by independent committees. For ArtGenda  2000 in Helsinki, interdisciplinary groups of artists from each city were invited to submit works.

ArtGenda 2002, hosted by Hamburg City, was staged without a theme. Instead, the biennial took the form of a gigantic, interdisciplinary artistic workshop, which attempted to both integrate the Baltic artists and at the same time involve them in the life of the city.  Over two weeks, some 100 artists were permitted to carry out their own projects and were encouraged by the organisers to spontaneously join in and react to any of the other activities. The Hamburg ArtGenda featured many attractions each day, from artistic, through social, to ‘pure’ entertainment.

Meeting of the Board of UBC Commission on Culture

Gdansk, Poland, 14-16 February 2003

The main topic of this meeting was discussion on the VII Annual Session of the UBC Commission on Culture in Szczecin, 3-5 Oct. 2003, entitled "Museums, Galleries, Artists Run Spaces in the Baltic Cities. Innovative Forms of Social Communication".

The City of Szczecin presented to the Board two new international projects, which could be realised under the auspices of the Union of the Baltic Cities. These were: "A strand of Baltic Pearls: A History of Cities in the Region" and "The Baltic Landscape. The Visual Imagery of the Baltic Sea". 

During the meeting in Gdansk, the CoC Board was informed as well about Mare Articum plans for this year and forthcoming Baltic Biennial of Contemporary Art. “Extra Strong-Super Light”, October 2003 in Szczecin.

MARE ARTICUM the Baltic Art Magazine

In 2001, two issues were published. October’s Gender Entropy issue presented articles focusing on the cultural definition of gender. And in December, a special issue entitled Sybaris. The Fatal Attraction of Civilisation accompanied the IV Biennial of Baltic Contemporary Art in Szczecin and presented examinations of current hedonistic and pop-culture trends in contemporary art.

Two issues also were published in 2002. MA’s Globalisation issue investigated the way in the globalisation processes is leading to new ways of perceiving social reality. Articles explored 'transculture' and the evolution of hitherto existing cultural patterns, moving on to the manner in which political decisions receive cultural and historical legitimisation. The issue also touched on the risks of the expansive "Euro-American" model of culture to those cultures that are not familiar with Western institutions of public life, including, seemingly, the most valuable ones, such as democracy and human rights. 

In Art & Politics, MA examined the use of art and its definitions as a tool for stimulating social debate and as a form of engagement with the public. 

In 2003, a new issue entitled "New Art in St. Petersburg", was edited in collaboration with Ekaterina Andreeva, curator of the State Russian Museum in St. Petersburg.

The 7th CoC working session, Szczecin on 2-5 October 2003

The purpose of this session was to elect a new CoC Board, the Board's election 

of its chairman and vice chairman, and a discussion about the functions of the Board, and the strategy and activities of the CoC in the forthcoming years.

Furthermore, we discussed how contemporary art exists in social consciousness and the role that museums, galleries and artists can play in creating better relations with their audience.

The session was timed to coincide with the opening of the V International Contemporary Art Exhibition "Extra Strong-Super Light", which was held in Szczecin. Also, participants were invited for a one-day trip to ArtForum Berlin in Berlin.

ACTION PLAN 2004 – 2005

Annual sessions of the UBC Commission on Culture – place and topics of this sessions must be discussed among the interested UBC member cities within this and next years.

The new Board of the CoC, elected during the 7th annual session in Szczecin, 3-5 Oct.2003 will continue the main aim of the Commission on Culture which is to devise and co-ordinate culture and art projects, events and co-operation in the field of culture. Among UBC members, the commission works to foster contacts and develop joint projects. Cultural collaboration is a perfect tool for sharing knowledge of history and heritage of the different Baltic countries and for creating mutual understanding.

MARE ARTICUM – continuation of editing the magazine of Baltic contemporary art.

There are two issues  that will are planned to be edited in the year 2004: ‘Tested on Art’ and ‘Metropolis’. The editorial board of MARE ARTICUM, designed as a forum for artistic exchange in the Baltic region will keep initiated a series of exhibitions, seminars and public promotions of the magazine.  In 2005 it is going to be organised the 6th international contemporary art exhibition (previously called the Baltic Biennial of Contemporary Art) under the auspices of the UBC.

A Strand of Baltic Pearls. A History of Cities in the Region

The newest undertaking of CoC, that will be developed within 2 years, is going to explore the rich and diverse heritage of the Baltic region. It is entitled A Strand of Baltic Pearls. A History of Cities in the Region.

The project will look at the roles played by key cities throughout the centuries in a series of essays. Written by scholars from around the Baltic, each essay will be devoted to a century of Baltic history and the city or cities that exerted the most influence during the period. 

The essays will examine the rise to prominence of each city and the ways it influenced regional development during its century of dominion and will provide detailed accounts of maritime activities, daily life, the roles of women in those societies, as well as the relations among ethnic segments of the population.

The commission will then publish these essays in book form, as well as leading symposia in each of the cities profiled in the essays. The book will also include a geologic and topographic history of the sea and the lands around it.  The book will conclude with a timeline of Baltic history and predictions for the future of the region, including the environmental, political and social threats it faces as it enters this new era.

The commission has begun the first step in the process and is currently working to empanel an editorial board of authors from each city and create an administrative secretariat to support the project. The board then will collect commissioned and historical writings, photographs, drawings and other significant archive materials that will be entered into a computer database. This information-gathering phase will provide an opportunity to stage seminars and symposiums on local history in those cities. The first edition of the book will comprise English- and Polish- language versions and will be launched at ceremonies in cities around the region.

The project ‘A Strand of Baltic Pearls’ were presented during the UBC Executive Board Meeting in Umea, Sweden, March 2003 by the CoC Chairman Slawomir Szafranski, where was previously kindly accepted by the Board, but till now the CoC Secretariat have not received any official confirmation that the UBC will support this project.

Beside of expecting financial support from the UBC and cities involved in the project, the Secretariat of the Commission on Culture will apply for a grant within ‘Culture 2000’ program.
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