COMMISSION ON URBAN PLANNING

ACTIVITY REPORT OCTOBER  2001 – SEPTEMBER  2003

AND

GUIDELINES OF THE ACTION PLAN IN 2004 – 2005
In general 

The UBC Commission on Urban Planning  has been a stack network of some 120 professional planners from about 50 cities and towns. They are from 10 countries. The active core of our Commission consists some 35 planners. They know each other well and are aware of, what is happening in the field of physical planning and public design in Cities around the Baltic Sea. 

The Commission with its partners has organised seminars in Malmö (1999), Umeå (2000), Helsinki  (2000), Gdansk (2001), Riga (2002), St Petersburg (2002) and Kolding (2003).  We have produced seminar re-ports from the four first seminars. They are a unique collection of description of actual projects in some 35 cities and towns.

The Gdansk Seminar booklet 



The title of the booklet of the Gdansk seminar is: WATERFRONTS, DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES IN CITIES. It was published in April 2002. There are 32 full coloured pages. The main editor was Mr Ryszard Bialy from Gdansk. 

Riga Seminar 

The City of Riga and the Commission on Urban Planning organised a seminar in Riga 18.4. – 20.4.2002. The theme of this seminar was: PUBLIC SPACE – PROBLEMS AND POSSIBILITIES.

In the seminar we had 78 participants and 34 of those were Latvians. The participants came from 31 cities and towns and from 10 countries.  The main organisers were Ms Inara Marana and Mr Vilnis Strams from the Riga City Development Department.  

In the seminar the participants worked also as consultants for the City of Riga. They studied as planners four different districts in the UNESCO world heritage area in the old City. The participants handled: Inner court yards, the main pedestrian alley in the old City, the green belt around the old City and how to enlarge the commercial centre of the City. 

The Riga seminar report is completed and it  will be published in October 2003. 

In the annual meeting of the Commission in Riga the  participants decided that the existing Steering Committee of the Commission will continue in the office for the time being.    

St Petersburg Seminar 

The UBC Commission on Urban Planning and the St. Petersburg City Administration  Committee for City Planning and Architecture with the help of District Administrations of Admiralty, Vyborsky and Petrodvoretz and the Real Estate Company BECAR arranged a seminar in St. Petersburg 19.9. – 21.9.2002. The theme was: DEVELOPING THE HISTORICAL INDUSTRIAL BELT OF ST. PE-TERSBURG  AND THE NEW MASTERPLAN. We had  35 participants from 15 UBC Cities and the 8 countries. The main organisers were Ms Anna Katkhanova and Mr Victor Polichouk from the Chief Architect Mr Oleg A Khartsenko´s Department. 

In the seminar we handled the historical industrial belt, which is situated around the magnificent city centre. We had lectures of  its history, conservation and revitalisation. We had also lectures about the actual real estate development projects in this area and about the legal framework of land ownership situation and in what terms the City leases  areas to a developer. 

As short term consultants the participants handled the former Warsaw railway station area and the Vyboerskaya Embankment by the river Neva. 

The St. Petersburg seminar report is under preparation.

ABC II – ALLIANCE OF THE BALTIC CITIES 

The ABC – project is a new start in the field of Urban Physical Planning and Public Design in the UBC  Cities. It is a new step towards deepening the co-operation and a fine possibility to learn more from each other about possibilities , challenges and problems  - and to see results as a built city environment.   

The UBC Commission on Urban Planning prepared under the leader-ship of the City of Malmö an INTERREG III B application: ABC – ALLIANCE OF THE BALTIC CITIES II, A CITY NETWORK CO-OPERATION FOR LOCAL APPROACHES TO REGIONAL STRATEGIES.

The BSR Interreg III B Committee accepted on the project 17.12.2002. EU will co-finance the project with max 255 957,00 euros in the years 2003 – 2005. This money is the financial support to the participants from EU cities. The Estonian, Latvian and Polish  cities and towns made their applications in 2003 to get financial support from EU Phare Fund, but they did not succeed.

The partners of the ABC – project are:

Sweden:
Malmö, Umeå, Kalmar, Sundsvall

Denmark:
Aarhus, Kolding, Nyköping F

Estonia:
Kärdla, Narva, Pärnu, Tartu, Viljandi 

Finland:
Helsinki, Espoo, Kotka, Lahti, Tampere, Turku, Vaasa

Germany:
Rostock

Latvia:

Jekabpils, Jurmala, Liepaja, Riga 

Poland:

Gdansk, Gdynia, Szczecin

Malmö City Planning Department is the Lead Partner and the Project Chief is Architect Mr Lars Brattberg. 

The project period is 2003 – 2005.

The common ABC seminars 

According to the ABC – project there will be six common seminars or project meetings. According the project programme they will be arranged in:

- Kolding, Denmark 
April  2003

- Vaasa, Finland
October 2003 

- Liepaja, Latvia
April 2004 

- Viljandi, Estonia
October 2004

- Gdynia, Poland 
April 2005

- Malmö, Sweden 
October 2005 

The common seminars will be prepared in the Work Packages 1,2 and 3, led by the cities of Helsinki, Umeå and Malmö. The Work Packages are responsible to prepare the common seminars in their joint meetings. 

The common seminars are also open with certain terms to the participants from UBC member Cities, especially from the cities which belong to the network on the Commission on Urban Planning. 

For this activity the ABC partner cities and towns will prepare applications to EU funds to receive financial help for their activities. 

The Kolding seminar   

The first ABC – project seminar was in Kolding, Denmark. 23.4. – 27.4.2003. The theme of it was:

DEVELOPED URBAN MANAGEMENT, CITY RENEWAL AND DEVELOPMENT TOWARDS SUSTAINABILITY.

In the seminar we had 39 participants from 26 cities and towns and from the 8 countries. The Seminar was prepared by the Work Package no 1: Helsinki (lead), Kolding, Viljandi, Riga. The main organisers were Mr Peter Hee and Mr Georg Unna, Kolding Planning Department.   

We had lectures about the Danish Planning System above all and about the Regional Planning in Jylland especially in the Triangle Region. It means co-operation between cities Kolding, Fredericia and Vejle. We got very informative presentation about the history of Kolding and the townplanning principles. And when walking in the city centre it was easy to notice the results of sustainable urban renewal. The townscape is harmoniuous and the scale is human.    

The participants worked in three work groups:

1. Sustainability in Urban Renewal, New use of old building structures and restore housing schemes 

2. Commerce and Infrastructure, Competition between central and external commercial centres

3. Sustainability in new housing schemes

Each work group made also suggestions of their own to the small scale investments in Kolding. Most of them handled how to open the centre of the city and the Lake of Kolding to the sea.

On Saturday we had an excursion To Aarhus guided by city architect Ole Ostergard. We studied the re-opened river, a new canal and pedestrian alleys in the city centre with high quality public design. We also studied the rearrangement of the harbour and how to open the city centre to the sea.

The Kolding seminar report is under preparation and will be delivered in Vaasa seminar in October. 

The Vaasa Seminar 

The next ABC – project common seminar will be in Vaasa, Finland 16.10 – 19.10.2003. Its theme is:

CITIES AS REGIONAL ENGINES URBAN DESIGN AND REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT.

This seminar is prepared by the Work Package no 2: Umeå (lead), Vaasa, Gdynia, Tartu, and Jurmala. 
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