Report on the Commission on Culture Activities 

November 2003 - September 2004

The Vth Baltic Contemporary Art Biennial in Szczecin, 3.10 – 16.11.2003

The latest edition of the Baltic Contemporary Biennial organised under the auspieces of the UBC Commission on Culture was organised at the National Museum in Szczecin within October 3rd - November  16th 2003. 

The program of the biennial which included the  main show EXTRA STRONG SUPER LIGHT, and a set of accompanying art events was enriched by the organisation of the annual session of the UBC Commission on Culture. The session devoted to contemporary art as a tool of social communication was attended by artists, critics, curators and representatives of the art institutions and municipal culture administrations.

EXTRA STRONG SUPER LIGHT presented works of 15 internationally renowned artists from: Estonia (Ene-Liis Semper, Jaan Toomik), Finland (Gun Holmström, Jari Silomäki), Germany (Maix Mayer), Latvia (Solveiga Vasiljeva), Lithuania (Egle Rakauskaite), Poland (Agnieszka Kalinowska, Monika Wiechowska, Danuta Wojciechowska, Piotr Wyrzykowski) Sweden (Lars Nilsson, Monika Nyström) and Ukraine (Iliya Chichkan). 

The show was based on such artistic messages that investigate the meaning of the most primary existential questions like life and death,  and human position within the realm of nature and culture. The exhibition’s name reflected the span of emotions expressed through raised issues, the amplitude of which ranges from corporal practices with intensified emotions to poetic gestures distilling the surrounding area from superficiality. 

The CoC annual session under the title “Contemporary Art & Social Communication” organised with the biennial program was devoted to the presentations of new methods of adopting to the changing social environment implemented by the art institutions around the Baltic Sea. Curators, artists and culture promoters have been invited to participate in the session. People who in their daily work break through the traditional limits of art, carrying out unconventional artistic projects in public institutions, private galleries and independent places run by artists.

The list of speakers included: Ulrika Ferm (Platform Gallery, Vaasa, Finland); Morten Sondergaard (Contemporary Art Museum in Roskilde, Denmark); Solvejg Ovstebo (Bregen Kunsthall, Bergen, Norway); Jyrki Simovaara (KIASMA Contemporary Art Museum, Helsinki, Finland); Agnieszka Wołodźko (Contemporary Art Centre Łaźnia, Gdańsk, Poland); Irena Buzinska (State Museum of Fine Arts in Riga, Latvia); Jesper Dalmose (freelance art critic & curator, Copenhagen, Denmark) Bartosz Wójcik (OFFicyna Association, Szczecin, Poland); Kristine Agergaard & Cecilie Gravesen (Contemplation Room project, Copenhagen, Denmark).

The presentations of the seminar participants as well as the set of critical essays on the artists participating in EXTRA SRONG SUPER LIGHT can be found in MARE ARTICUM  

13/2003.

UBC Commission on Culture Board Meeting, Tukums, Latvia, 19 - 21 March, 2004
The first meeting of the new board of the UBC Commission on Culture (CoC) took place in Tukums, Latvia. Tukums Museum and its director, Mrs Agrita Ozola, hosted the event.

The board met at Durbe Manor – a branch of the Tukums museum, one of the uniquest Classicism manor houses in Kurzeme. The agenda comprised the following topics:

The board accepted a report on the commission’s activities during the years 2001-2003. 

A new project – the Water Energy Festival – which will take place in Gdynia, Poland, in 2005 was presented to the board via representatives from the city of Szczecin. The host city is seeking the participation of the commission to aid in finding artists from the Baltic Sea region that use water as a central media/material for their work. Organisers also are seeking financial support for this project. Ultimately, it is the goal of the organisers to see this festival tour other cities in the region. The board agreed to participate in the networking process and will discuss further contributions and possible financial commitments at a later date.

The board discussed potential topics and sites for the CoC’s annual general meetings in 2004-2006. The topic proposed for this year is the means and methods available for sourcing funds from the European Union for local cultural events.

In 2005, the board proposed a dissection of economic models and structures for museum operations at the local level, including the development of educational programmes and means of enhancing cooperation with municipal governments. 

In 2006, the city of Vaasa has offered to host the commission’s annual meeting that will be focused on the development and management of international cultural co-operation. Vaasa will celebrate its 400th anniversary in 2006, and officials have proposed a May date for the CoC session as it will coincide with an international choir festival in the city.

The board was updated on the progress of a previously approved book and lecture project,      ‘A Strand of Baltic Pearls: A History of Cities in the Region’. A special meeting is to convene on 12th of October 2004 in Szczecin, at which academics and historians that will contribute to the book and the related lecture series are invited to discuss their efforts in greater detail. There will be: prof. Jan M. Piskorski, the leader of this project; prof. Nils Blomkvist from Gotlands University College, Centre for Baltic Studies; prof. Alvydas Nikzentaitis from Lithuanian Institut of History; prof. Jens E. Olesen from History Institute of the Greifswald University and prof. Edward Włodarczyk from History Institute of the Szczecin University.

Ars Baltica Forum, 23 –25 September 2004, Gdańsk

The Ars Baltica Forum in Gdansk was the venue where representatives of policy makers, cultural operators and artists discussed the conditions and challenges for the cultural co-operation in the Baltic Sea Region. 

The Forum was organised by the Ars Baltica Secretariat at the Baltic Sea Culture Centre in Gdańsk and the Ars Baltica Organizing Committee. The Forum’s co-operation partners are the Polish Ministry of Culture and the Office of the Marshall of the Pomeranian Voivodship.

The UBC General Secretary Paweł Żaboklicki, the Chairman of the Commission on Culture Sławomir Szafrański and editor of the Mare Articum magazine Magdalena Lewoc were  representatives of the UBC during this meeting.

Mrs Lewoc presented the magazine, that from 1999 holds the Ars Baltica Logo, and Mare Articum editorial board plans for the future. 

Mr Szafranski proposed to organise a meeting of cultural networks that are active in the Baltic Sea Region. It could be possible to organise it together with Les Rencontres association based in Paris at the beginning of 2006 in Vilnius, Lithuania. 
UBC Commission on Culture vowed to take a more pro-active stance in developing the network of cultural institutions in UBC-member cities. This includes more frequent correspondence with city officials and those from local institutions about ongoing and upcoming cultural events and efforts to improve the frequency of information updates on the UBC web site.
