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ABC – ALLIANCE OF THE BALTIC CITIES.

ABC – Alliance of Baltic Cities – is a project run by UBC Commission on Urban Planning and Design and supported by BSR Interreg IIIB with € 255.957. The project started March 1, 2003 and lasts for three years. The project engages 27 cities -  15 from earlier EU-countries and 12 from non EU-countries, who today also have joined the EU.

The lead partner is the City of Malmö with architect Lars Brattberg as project leader. The City of Malmö, Mr Dan Sundberg, takes care of the financial reports to the Interreg III B Office in Rostock. The Polish partners have financial support from EU PHARE fund for 2004.   

The project engages city planners and architects working in municipalities and local regions.

In the project there will be six common seminars. The participants works three or four days at every seminar with these main issues: 

* local circumstances in the host city and country, as well as the planning legislation in that country

* advices on how to solve local city planning problems, 

* discussing one of three specific common planning items (two seminars per item):

-developed urban management,

-cities as regional engines,

- renewal of city districts.

The project will result in

1. steady contacts and exchange of best practice between colleagues,

2. six examples/proposals on how to deal with city planning problems of today and tomorrow,

3. forming of some ”patrols” which can help other cities with planning problems,

4. six or more Small Scale Investment proposals.

In general 

The main activity of the UBC Commission on Urban Planning and Public Design during the period has taken place within the Interreg III B ABC-project : 

The main activity in this project is to arrange six common seminars, two each year (in Spring and Autumn) in Kolding and Vaasa in 2003, in Liepaja and Viljandi in 2004, in Gdynia and Malmö 2005. At each seminar the report from the previous seminar has be presented. 

We have organised the preparation of the seminars and seminar reports to the responsibility of three Work Packages. The following cities has been involved in these:

Work Package no 1: Helsinki (chair), Kolding, Riga, Viljandi. 

Work Package no 2 : Umeå (chair), Vaasa , Gdynia, Tartu, and Jurmala.

Work Package no 3: Malmö (chair), Liepaja, Rostock, Nyköbing F and Pärnu. 

In these preparation teams there is together some 20 persons from  14  cities from  7 countries.   

Riga seminar 

Before the ABC project started in 2003, the UBC Commission on Urban Planning and Public Design arranged, together with  the City of Riga, a seminar in Riga  18.4 – 20.4.2002.  The theme was: Public Space ‑ problems and possibilities.  

The themes of the four workshops was City future development, Pedestrian streets, Innercourtyard development and  Development of the green terroitories in the historic centre.

The Riga seminar report (43 pages) was presented in April 2004.

Kolding seminar

The seminar was held 23.4 – 27.4 2003

The basic theme was Developed Urban Management, City Renewal and Development towards sustainability

The themes of the three work shops was Sustainibility in Urban renewal, Commerce and infrastructure and Sustainability in New Housing Schemes

There were 39 participants from over 26 cities and the seminar report  was  presented in October 2003.

Vaasa seminar 

The seminar was held 16.10 – 19.10.2003. The main theme was Cities as Regional Engines - Urban design and regional development. 

The themes of the three workshops was Regional attraction through municipal co-operation, Vaasa Traffic conditions and Renewal of the former garrison area of Vaasa.

There were 46 participants from 22 cities and the seminar report was presented in april 2004

Liepaja seminar

The seminar was held in 21.4 – 25.4 2004 and the main theme was Renewal of City  Districts. Reuse of coastal and central residential areas towards sustainability.

The themes of the three workshops was Revitalization of mass-housing in Ezerkratz (lakeside) , Housing for Karaosta- Revitalization of former military city and Revitalzation of historical blocks at Veca Ostmala (Old portside)

There were over 50 participants from 24 cities.  The seminar report was presented just recently at the Estonian seminar in Viljandi (see below).

Viljandi seminar

Was held 22.9 – 26.9. 2004. The main theme was Culture and Nature meet the Built Environment. The seminar started in Tallinn with a short study-tour, looking at the urban structure of Tallinn. In Viljandi there was information about the city and the Estonian planning system. In three workshops proposals was worked out for solutions and small scale investments on the themes: Connecting the historical town with the town center, Development of lakeside area of Viljandi and Wooden ecological housing - restoring and constructing new. Some best practice exampels were also given from Porvoo and Helsinki. The seminar group also made a visit to the city of Tartu, studying the renewal of wooden house areas. 

The last day, back in Tallinn, the seminar was summed up. The seminar group also gave feed-back on the ABC-project so far, and discussed the future of the ABC-method of working in cooperation between proffessional collegues.

The seminar had over 40 participants, from about 25 cities. The seminar report will be presented at the Gdynia seminar in april 2005.

The lead of the UBC Commission on Urban Planning and Public Design had a two-day- meeting in Malmö 1.9 – 3.9 2004 for evaluation of the results and economy in the ABC-project after half of the project period. 46% of the means in the project have been used, i.e. almost exactly as planned in the project  plan.

There are also ongoing activities with preparations for the two seminars in Gdynia and Malmö in 2005. A preliminary invitation and agenda for the Gdynia seminar was presented at the Viljandi seminar.

The lead of the Commission have furtheremore begun to investigate the possibilities to continue and develope the ABC project after 2005 with a new application to InterregIIIB or to find other ways to establish a resulting working relationship both eastwards with our City Planning collegues in Estonia, Latvia, Lituania and Poland and westwards with collegues in Great Britain , Norway, Germany, The Netherlands etcetera. The steering committe is therefore also planning a study trip to some potential new partner cities, to discuss the possibilities of their participation in a future cooperation.
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