COMMISSION ON CULTURE

ACTIVITY REPORT NOVEMBER 2003 – AUGUST 2005 

UBC Commission on Culture Board Meeting, Tukums, Latvia, 19-21 March, 2004

The first meeting of the new board of the UBC Commission on Culture (CoC) took place in Tukums. Tukums Museum and its director, Mrs Agrita Ozola, hosted the event.

The board discussed potential topics and sites for the CoC’s annual general meetings in 2004-2006. The topic proposed for this year was the means and methods available for sourcing funds from the European Union for local cultural events.

Ars Baltica Forum, Gdańsk, Poland, 23–25 September 2004
The Ars Baltica Forum in Gdansk was the venue where policy makers, cultural operators and artists discussed the conditions and challenges for cultural co-operation in the Baltic Sea Region. 

The UBC General Secretary, Paweł Żaboklicki, the Chairman of the Commission on Culture Sławomir Szafrański and editor of the Mare Articum magazine, Magdalena Lewoc, were  represented the UBC during this meeting.

Mrs Lewoc presented Mare Articum, which since 1999 has held the ‘Ars Baltica’ logo. Mr Szafranski proposed to organise a meeting of cultural networks that are active in the Baltic Sea Region. A proposal was made to organise it together with the Les Rencontres association based in Paris at the beginning of 2006 in Vilnius, Lithuania.

The CoC vowed to take a more pro-active stance in developing the network of cultural institutions in UBC-member cities. This includes more frequent correspondence with city officials and those from local institutions about ongoing and upcoming cultural events and efforts to improve the frequency of information updates on the UBC web site.

UBC Commission on Culture Board Meeting, Riga, Latvia, 15 – 16 October 2004
This CoC Board meeting took place in connection with the 41st meeting of the UBC Executive Board in Riga. The CoC Board discussed economic, secretariat and actual projects. It was decided that the next session should focus on museum management.

UBC Commission on Culture Board Meeting, Visby, Sweden, 14-16 April 2005

Because of changes in Szczecin’s Municipal Office this year, Slawomir Szafranski, chairman of the CoC since 1993, was forced to resign from this post. Thus, the chairmanship and structure of the CoC Board were among the main topics of this meeting. 

The members of the Board  chose Tarja Hautamäki, Head of Culture Department of Vaasa, Finland, to be the the new CoC chairman and Olov Gibson, Cultural Official from the Department of Culture and Leisure in Visby, Sweden, was chosen as the vice-chairman. The CoC secretariat will continue to be run by the city of Szczecin’s Culture and Cultural Heritage Department and Mrs Marlena Chybowska-Butler. 

In addition to electing a new chair, the board discussed the CoC annual sessions and other activities that are planned for this year. 
Metropolis, National Museum in Szczecin, June - July 2005 

This international art exhibition was organised under the auspices of the CoC and opened during the 13th Ministerial Session of the Council of the Baltic Sea States in Szczecin, June, 9-10, 2005. 

Artists that took part in Metropolis exhibition included:

Danuta Dąbrowska (PL), Miklos Gaal (FIN), Ryszard Górecki (PL), Per Hüttner (S), Egle Rakauskaite (LIT), Robert Rumas (PL), Ari Saarto (FIN), Hein Spellmann (D), Brunon Tode (PL), Twożywo – Captain Europe Society (PL).

Working from the premise that the city defines a matrix on which social processes realise themselves, Metropolis presented works that look for relations among spatial form and social structure. The featured artists investigate the city as an organism in which various attitudes and opinions are created and in which a range of interactions – from co-operation to aggression – take place. The exhibition touched on the palpable tensions in modern cities and both the beauty and the pathologies that arise from them.

ACTION PLAN 2006 – 2007

The newest initiative of the CoC Board is the creation of the UBC Cultural Prize, which will recognize extraordinary achievement by artistic groups or associations working in the field of cultural activity in UBC member cities. The Board is working now on details, rules and application forms and anticipates the first prize to be awarded in 2006.

The CoC will continue to develop network of cultural institutions and organizations in UBC member cities.

Annual sessions of the UBC Commission on Culture:

· November 2005, St.Petersburg – Isvara, Russia 

The theme of the 8th CoC Session is “The role and value of museums in the modern world.”

· 23-26 November 2006, Vaasa, Finland 

This session will be devoted to cultural festivals and organised in conjunction with the Wild Life International Film Festival. The working title of the 9th CoC session is 'Cultural Festivals as Strengtheners of Local Identity' and it is aimed at both festival producers and municipal culture officials. Vaasa will celebrate its 400th anniversary in 2006.
· The 6th Baltic Biennial of Contemporary Art ‘Habitat’, December 2005 – January 2006, National Museum in Szczecin

This edition of the Baltic Biennial will concentrate on intimate, deeply personal ways that urban dwellers model and shape the social space. 

· The 7th Baltic Biennial of Contemporary Art will be organised in 2007

Mare Articum Online project, the bi-annual magazine is going to be transferred to an Internet-based platform.
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