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Estonia - Environmental Partner for the Baltic Sea Countries

gether with other countries of the world, Estonia

haschosentheroad ofsustainabledevelopment. Ina
situationwherebotheconomyandtechnologyareinthede-
velopingstages,implementationofenvironmentalpolicybased
onsustainableuseoftheenvironmentandnatural resources
requireseriouseffortsandtheeficientuseoffinancialmeans.
Atthispointthelistofinternational environmental agree-
mentsconcludedsince1991includes 31items, and Estonia
hasaccededio17environmental conventions. Wehavethere-
forebroughtourselvesintoconsciousnessonthe “World &
European Environmental Map”and, atthesametime, com-
mittedourselvestotheobligations.

ditionally,oneoftheprioritiesofenvironmental protectionin Estoniahasbeentheprotection

ofwaters, incdudingthewatersofthe BalticSea. Foryears, Estoniahasactivelyparticipatedin

environmental projectsforthe BalticSeacountriesand concdudedinternational agreementstoprotect
theBalticSeaand the coastal areas.

eof themostpolluted partsofthe BalticSeais the Gulfof Finland. Despitetheapprox. 20%

reductionofpoliutionload duringthelast 10years, watermanagementplansand projectswill
beofdecisiveimportanceinthecomingyearsaswell. Although onlyabout 12-14%of the pollution
load ofthe Gulfof Finland originates from Estonia, reduction of thisloadhasbeenincludedinthe
watermanagementplansandprojectsofourcoastal towns.

uring thelastfewyears, wehavebeen abletoestablishimportant waste waterpurification

Tacilitiesin Tallinn and othermajorcities, where, resuttedly, thequality of treated watermeets
the HELCOM requirements. Asthemajority of pollutantsand nutrients reach the seavia point
sources, thereconstruction ofwastewatertreatmentfacilitiesin coastal townshastobe continued.
Accordingtothevalid norms, by 2005 Estoniashall have tobiologicallytreat atleastthewaste
watersofsettlementsofmorethantwothousandinhabitants. Thismeansseriouseftortsshall haveto
beundertakeninanumberoftowns.

Untilncwv, grantsfromourneighbouringcountrieshavebeen of significant help, becauseloan

projectshavebeenlaunchedonlyintherecentyears. Iftheobjectiveof Estoniaistoaccedetothe

EUby2010,environmental investments both on the national andlocal level shall have tobe in-

creased. Thus, wearefacingaperiodwhichwillnotbeeasyboth fromthetechnicaland economic

pointofview. Financeshavetobefound forimproved management ofenvironmental protectionand
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