Dear UBC Secretariat & Presidium,
As part of the UBC Brussels antenna striving to support the UBC Secretariat
in preparing project applications and updating on funds and funding
opportunities, we have researched and selected calls still available for
applying.
*Below you can find a list of calls that you might be interested in perusing.
Given that the current programming period 2014-2020 is coming to an end,
the number of open calls is decreasing. We have singled out calls in
accordance with UBC Member Cities’ main identified priorities. *
*The Urban agenda for the EU reflects cities’ interest in IT and
digitalization, cybersecurity and challenges to democracies, as well as
emergency and crisis response capacities, recovery mechanisms and
migrations;
*Cohesion policies beyond 2020 cover a wide range of trends cities
identified to be addressed, some of which are European values, EU
Innovation
and Regional
Strategies;
Social
cohesion, (youth)
Unemployment, Ageing of population, Citizens' engagement; Rural
development, Health issues (all aspects);
*European Green Deal mirrors cities’ engagement on climate change,
environmental sustainability, energy and transport.
As the next financial framework 2021-2027 is coming, we look forward to
collaborating with UBC and we hope for successful years to come.
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Strand A: Clusters Go International
Funding
Programme
Deadline

COSME-GA Grant agreement

Objectives
(bullet points)

The main objective of the action is to intensify cluster and business
network cooperation across European countries and also across
sectorial boundaries and to support the establishment of European
Strategic Cluster Partnerships to lead international cluster
cooperation in fields of strategic interest towards third countries
beyond Europe.
By reinforcing cluster and business network cooperation and
supporting the shaping of ‘European Strategic Cluster Partnerships –
Going International’ (ESCP-4i) (i.e. European meta-clusters) in a
more strategic manner at European level, this action will help
European SMEs access or maintain their positions at global value
chains, strengthen their resilience at global markets and take a
leading position globally. This action focuses on the promotion of
cluster internationalisation where interested consortia have the
opportunity to develop and implement a joint internationalisation
strategy and support SME internationalisation towards third countries
beyond Europe. The action will be implemented by consortia of
organizations that are interested in establishing and running a
'European Strategic Cluster Partnership – Going International' (ESCP4i). The Partnerships are expected to develop a joint ‘European’
strategic vision with a global perspective and common goals towards
specific third markets. In addition, the Partnerships are expected to
demonstrate swift adaptability to future developments in international
trade and coherence of their strategic priorities with EU strategies,
notably as regards trade policy
Applicants must be entities with a legal personality. This may include
both profit-making or nonfor-profit legal entities as well as fully or
partly public or private bodies.

Eligibility
Partnership

Deadline for submitting applications 2 December 2020
General and Specific Objectives

&

Budget
specifications

The total budget earmarked for the co-financing of projects is
estimated at EUR 7 500 000 divided
as follows: For Strand A: EUR 6 600 000, For Strand B: EUR 900 000
These amounts could be increased if additional budgetary
appropriations are made available.40
The maximum grant per project will be EUR 550 000 for Strand A.
The maximum grant per project will be EUR 450 000 for Strand B.

Link to the call

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topicdetails/clusint-012020;freeTextSearchKeyword=;typeCodes=0,1;statusCodes=31094501,31094502;programCode
=null;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;callCode=Def
ault;sortQuery=submissionStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTable
PageState
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Towards Climate-Neutral and Socially Innovative Cities
Horizon 2020 Framework Programme

Funding
Programme
Deadline
Objectives
(bullet points)

Eligibility
Partnership

Deadline: 26 January 2021 17:00:00 Brussels time
Scope:
The purpose of this topic is to develop a one-stop shop platform
providing the necessary technical, regulatory, financial and socioeconomic expertise as well as assistance to cities for developing and
implementing their climate action plans, and related social innovation
action plans. The project can involve research organizations,
academia, industry including social entrepreneurs, the financial sector
including impact financiers, investors, philanthropists, NGOs, national
and local authorities and citizens. The project should also encompass
the management of competitive calls addressed to third parties to
fulfil the objectives of this action. The platform should facilitate the
coordination of ongoing European activities in the area of climate
neutrality for cities and should be sustainable, scalable and selffinanced beyond the life of the action. Where relevant, the action
should take into due account and build on existing platforms,
experience already matured by the Covenant of Mayors initiative and
methodologies, analysis and processes developed by the Joint
Research Centre of the European Commission as well as based on the
principles and standards of the Join, Boost, Sustain Declaration.
The proposal should address all of the following four activities:
• Activity 1: Climate action plans and Green Deal
innovation
• Activity 2: Investment project preparation and finance
• Activity 3: Social innovation and citizens’ engagement
• Activity 4: Research and Innovation for climate-neutral
transformation of cities
&

Budget
specifications

Link to the call

At least three legal entities. Each of the three must be established in
a different EU Member State or Horizon 2020 associated country.
All three legal entities must be independent of each other.
The Commission considers that proposals requesting a typical
contribution from the EU up to EUR 53 million would allow this specific
area to be addressed appropriately, of which at least 60% should be
allocated to activities covered under Activity 4 for the financial
support to third parties. Nonetheless, this does not preclude
submission and selection of proposals requesting other amounts.
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topicdetails/lc-gd-1-22020;freeTextSearchKeyword=;typeCodes=0,1;statusCodes=31094501,31094502;programCode
=null;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;callCode=Def
ault;sortQuery=submissionStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTable
PageState
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Climate-resilient Innovation Packages for EU regions
Horizon 2020 Framework Programme

Funding
Programme
Deadline
Objectives
(bullet points)

Eligibility
Partnership

Deadline: 26 January 2021 17:00:00 Brussels time
Scope:
The planned Horizon Europe Mission on Adaptation to Climate
Change, including Societal Transformation, will test, evaluate and
upscale a range of adaptation solutions with the aim to trigger societal
transformations among key community systems (i.e., health; primary
production including agriculture, forestry, fisheries and aquaculture;
water; environment, including biodiversity; and infrastructure
including clean energy and transport) that are central to resilience
building and sustainable growth. Therefore, the actions funded under
this call topic will serve as early facilitators in pre-identifying and
upscaling the most promising cross-sectoral solutions at a regional
scale.
Proposals should address only one of the following sub-topics:
• 1) Innovation Packages for transformational adaptation
of European regions and communities (Innovation
Actions)
• 2) Support the design, testing and upscale of
Innovation Packages (Coordination and Support Action)
&

Budget
specifications

Link to the call

Innovation actions (IA)
At least three legal entities. Each of the three must be established in
a different EU Member State or Horizon 2020 associated country.
All three legal entities must be independent of each other.
Coordination & support actions (CSA)
At least one legal entity established in an EU Member State or
Horizon 2020 associated country.
1) Expected size of proposals: The Commission considers that IA
proposals requesting a contribution from the EU of between EUR 10
to 15 million would allow this specific challenge to be addressed
appropriately. Nonetheless, this does not preclude submission and
selection of proposals requesting other amounts.
2) Expected size of proposals: The Commission considers that CSA
proposals requesting a contribution in the range of EUR 3 million
would allow this specific challenge to be addressed appropriately.
Nonetheless, this does not preclude submission and selection of
proposals requesting other amounts.
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topicdetails/lc-gd-1-32020;freeTextSearchKeyword=;typeCodes=0,1;statusCodes=31094501,31094502;programCode
=null;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;callCode=Def
ault;sortQuery=submissionStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTable
PageState
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Enabling citizens to act on climate change, for sustainable
development and environmental protection through
education, citizen science, observation initiatives, and civic
engagement
Horizon 2020 Framework Programme

Funding
Programme
Deadline
Objectives
(bullet points)

Eligibility
Partnership

Deadline: 26 January 2021 17:00:00 Brussels time
Scope:
The active role of citizens and their direct involvement is essential to
address climate change and other human actions harming the
environment on land, air and sea. Changes in citizens’ and consumers’
behaviors towards more sustainable patterns can happen through
education, awareness raising, citizen science, observation and
monitoring of their environmental impacts, civic engagement and
social innovation. It is essential to directly involve citizens and
communities in contributing to climate action and protecting the
environment, thereby encouraging them to change their personal
behavior and their mindsets, reducing their carbon and environmental
footprint and taking action at the individual and collective level. This
would lead to a more sustainable lifestyle and relationship to the
environment.
Actions under this topic should address one the following two
subtopics:
• Subtopic 1: Enabling citizens to act on climate change
and for sustainable development through education
• Subtopic 2: Enabling citizens to act on climate change
and for sustainable development through better
monitoring and observing of the environment and their
environmental impacts
&

Budget
specifications

At least three legal entities. Each of the three must be established in
a different EU Member State or Horizon 2020 associated country. All
three legal entities must be independent of each other.
1) The Commission considers that proposals requesting a contribution
from the European Union in the range of EUR 3 to 5 million would
allow this specific challenge to be addressed appropriately.
Nonetheless, this does not preclude submission and selection of
proposals requesting other amounts.
2)The Commission considers that proposals requesting a contribution
from the European Union in the range of EUR 3 to 5 million would
allow this specific challenge to be addressed appropriately.
Nonetheless, this does not preclude submission and selection of
proposals requesting other amounts.

Link to the call

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topicdetails/lc-gd-10-3-2020

6

Innovative land-based and offshore renewable energy
technologies and their integration into the energy system
Horizon 2020 Framework Programme

Funding
Programme
Deadline
Objectives
(bullet points)

Eligibility
Partnership

Deadline: 26 January 2021 17:00:00 Brussels time
The European Green Deal expects to transform Europe into a fair and
prosperous society with a modern, resource-efficient and competitive
economy with no net emissions of greenhouse gases in 2050. To
decarbonize Europe, land-based and offshore renewables must
become the main energy source, while keeping the stability and
resilience of the European Energy System. Research and Innovation
is still needed to be able to achieve a full system transformation and
to realize the ambition of other EU policies like the Clean Planet for
all, the SET-Plan, and the New Circular Economy Strategy and to
contribute to the Sustainable Development Goals of the United
Nations (in particular SDG 7 Affordable and Clean Energy and SDG 9
Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure).
Scope:
Proposals should address one of the following two subtopics and
clearly indicate which subtopic is addressed
• Subtopic 1 (Research and Innovation action):
Development
of
land-based
renewable
energy
technologies and their integration into the energy
system
• Subtopic 2 (Innovation Action): Demonstration of
innovative technologies to enable future large scale
deployment of offshore renewable energy
&

Budget
specifications

Link to the call

Research & innovation actions (RIA) At least three legal entities. Each
of the three must be established in a different EU Member State or
Horizon 2020 associated country. All three legal entities must be
independent of each other.
Innovation actions (IA) At least three legal entities. Each of the three
must be established in a different EU Member State or Horizon 2020
associated country. All three legal entities must be independent of
each other.
1) The Commission considers that proposals requesting a contribution
from the EU of between EUR 3 to 6 million would allow this challenge
to be addressed appropriately. Nonetheless, this does not preclude
submission and selection of proposals requesting other amounts.
2) The Commission considers that proposals requesting a contribution
from the EU of between EUR 20 to 35 million would allow the specific
challenge to be addressed appropriately.
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topicdetails/lc-gd-2-12020;freeTextSearchKeyword=;typeCodes=0,1;statusCodes=31094501,31094502;programCode
=null;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;callCode=Def
ault;sortQuery=submissionStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTable
PageState
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Demonstration of systemic solutions for the territorial
deployment of the circular economy
Horizon 2020 Framework Programme

Funding
Programme
Deadline
Objectives
(bullet points)

Eligibility
Partnership

&

Budget
specifications

Link to the call

Deadline: 26 January 2021 17:00:00 Brussels time
Scope:
Boosting circularity is part of the policy response to address systemic
crisis such as climate change, pollution, waste generation, and
biodiversity loss. Circular economy can play an important role in the
EU’s recovery from the adverse socio-economic and environment
impacts of the COVID-19 crisis, by providing systemic solutions for
sustainable growth and economic recovery. As indicated in the
European Green Deal Communication, with increasing global
consumption and growing pressure on resources there is an urgent
need to decouple economic growth from resource use and to ensure
a swift transition to climate-neutral and circular solutions. Europe also
needs to increase its resilience in the face of uncertainty in the supply
of critical raw materials and to increase the security of its value chains
such as for example the new Circular Economy Action Plan key
product value chains: batteries and vehicles, electronics and ICT,
packaging, plastics, textiles, construction and buildings, food, water
and nutrients. A circular economy which is sustainable, regenerative,
inclusive and just can help our economies to function within the
boundaries of our planet by restoring natural systems, reducing GHG
emissions and minimizing loss of natural capital and biodiversity. It
can also connect environmental policies with social justice through
just transition ensuring environmental sustainability, jobs and social
inclusion. Proposals funded under this topic will form part of the
demonstration projects for the implementation of the European
Commission’s Circular Cities and Regions Initiative (CCRI) and must
be carried out in close cooperation and coordination with it. The CCRI
is part of the new Circular Economy Action Plan and aims to support
the implementation of circular economy solutions at local and regional
scale.
A cross-sectoral demonstration project for the territorial deployment
of a circular and climate-neutral economy. Examples of relevant
actors for a cluster are: public administrations and utilities; private
sector services and industries, including small and medium
enterprises (SMEs), scientific and innovator communities; financial
intermediaries; civil society, including citizens and non-governmental
organizations and philanthropy.
The Commission considers that proposals requesting a contribution
from the EU of between EUR 10 to 20 million would allow the specific
challenge to be addressed appropriately. Nonetheless, this does not
preclude submission and selection of proposals requesting other
amounts.
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topicdetails/lc-gd-3-22020;freeTextSearchKeyword=;typeCodes=0,1;statusCodes=31094501,31094502;programCode
=null;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;callCode=Def
ault;sortQuery=submissionStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTable
PageState
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Testing and demonstrating systemic innovations in support
of the Farm-to-Fork Strategy
Horizon 2020 Framework Programme

Funding
Programme
Deadline
Objectives
(bullet points)

Eligibility
Partnership

Deadline: 26 January 2021 17:00:00 Brussels time
The Farm to Fork Strategy, which is at the heart of the European
Green Deal, aims to address the challenges and accelerate the
transition to sustainable food systems, to ensure that the economic,
social and environmental foundations of food and nutrition security
are not compromised for current and future generations. It places
emphasis on enabling a “just transition” for all actors of the food
systems, in which also social inequalities are reduced, food poverty is
addressed, and a fair income for all actors is ensured. Concerted
efforts are needed to test, demonstrate and upscale innovative
systemic solutions to achieve the Farm to Fork targets and objectives
in this decade. A range of activities will support the deployment and
scaling up of innovations that contribute to the objectives of the Farmto-Fork Strategy. Proposals will test, pilot and demonstrate innovative
systemic solutions (TRL 5-7) to one of the following six subtopics,
corresponding to urgent and pressing food systems’ challenges:
• Subtopic A. [2021] Achieving climate neutral farms by
reducing GHG emissions and by increasing farm-based carbon
sequestration and storage (IA)
• Subtopic B. [2021] Achieving climate neutral food businesses
by mitigating climate change, reducing energy use and
increasing energy efficiency in processing, distribution,
conservation and preparation of food (IA)
• Subtopic C. [2021] Reducing the dependence on hazardous
pesticides; reducing the losses of nutrients from fertilizers,
towards zero pollution of water, soil and air and ultimately
fertilizer use Proposals have to address all challenges (those
related to pesticides, and to fertilizers, and to losses of
nutrients) specified under Subtopic C. ]] (IA)
• Subtopic D. [2021] Reducing the dependence on the use of
antimicrobials in animal production and in aquaculture (IA)
• Subtopic E. [2021] Reducing food losses and waste at every
stage of the food chain including consumption, while also
avoiding unsustainable packaging (IA)
• Subtopic F. [2021] Shifting to sustainable healthy diets[12],
sourced from land, inland water and sea, and accessible to all
EU citizens, including the most deprived and vulnerable groups
(IA)
&

Adopting a multi-actor and cross-sectoral approach engaging
practitioners (primary producers, processors, retailers, food service
providers, consumers), public and private institutions (governmental
institutions, NGOs, industry) and citizens from farm to fork to cocreate, test and demonstrate solutions from production to
consumption, in practice, on a European scale but with attention for
regional and sectoral needs and contexts (environmental,
socioeconomic, geographical, cultural). Foster collaboration, building
bridges and breaking silos between actors of the food chain and
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Budget
specifications

Link to the call

Funding
Programme
Deadline
Objectives
(bullet points)

between primary sectors as well as collective action. Take specific
care to engage young professionals (e.g., young farmers, young
fishers, young researchers, young entrepreneurs, etc.), SMEs,
consumers and citizens.
The Commission considers that proposals requesting from EUR 6
million up to 12 million would allow the specific challenge to be
addressed appropriately under each of these subtopics (A), (B), (C),
(D), (E), or (F). Nonetheless, this does not preclude submission and
selection of proposals requesting other amounts.
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topicdetails/lc-gd-6-12020;freeTextSearchKeyword=;typeCodes=0,1;statusCodes=31094501,31094502;programCode
=null;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;callCode=Def
ault;sortQuery=submissionStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTable
PageState

Maritime Spatial Planning (North Sea and Baltic Sea)
European Maritime and Fisheries Fund
Deadline: 10 November 2020 17:00:00 Brussels time
The objective of this call for proposals is to support the establishment
and implementation of Maritime Spatial Plans in line with the
objectives pursued in the framework of the MSP Directive. More
specifically, this action intends to support Member States in setting
up maritime spatial plans and ensuring that plans are coherent and
coordinated across marine regions concerned. The deadline for
Member States to adopt their Maritime Spatial Plans is 31 March 2021.
In this context, applicants are required to address the following
priorities in their proposals:
Support the work of MSP competent authorities and/or interministerial bodies in the establishment and adoption of maritime
spatial plans;
Where relevant, support the development of cross-border cooperation
on MSP with bordering Member States and third countries with a view
to ensure that maritime spatial plans are coherent and coordinated
across marine regions concerned;
Making use of the best available data and organize the sharing of
information, necessary for maritime spatial plans, by using relevant
mechanism and tools (e.g. INSPIRE, EMODNet).
Applicants should identify one (or maximum two), challenge(s) and
build their proposal around the response(s) to such challenge(s).
Activities that can be funded
Projects must undertake one or more of the following main activities
as part of the project implementation:
• Specific activities aimed at implementing provisions set
out in articles 6, 7, 8 and 9 of the MSP Directive (notably
the setting-up and adoption of maritime spatial plans);
• Specific activities aimed at implementing provisions set
out in article 10 of the MSP Directive (Data use and
sharing);
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•

•

Specific activities aimed at implementing provisions set
out in article 11 of the MSP Directive (Cooperation
among Member States);
Specific activities aimed at implementing provisions set
out in article 12 of the MSP Directive (Cooperation with
third countries).

In addition, applicants should include in their project the following
complementary activities/tasks to support the above core activities:
• Establishment of a Steering Committee (SC) to ensure the
overall strategic steering of the project. The SC should
comprise relevant representatives of the Member States
where the action takes place (such as MSP competent
authorities), as well as the beneficiaries involved. The
Commission and EASME may participate in an observer
capacity only.
• Establishment of an Advisory Committee (AC) to provide
expert advice on the project's activities. The AC should be
composed of a maximum of five recognized experts in MSP or
in relevant fields of activity. The Commission and EASME may
participate in an observer capacity only.
• Working procedures defining how the project and the SC will
operate (assigning clear roles and responsibilities, describing
the decision-making process, frequency of meetings etc.).
• An opening and closing conference.
Eligibility
Partnership

&

Budget
specifications
Link to the call

Applicants must be public authorities or bodies in charge of maritime
spatial planning of those coastal Member States which are responsible
for MSP in the selected area. Other legal entities shall be considered
eligible applicants provided that they are endorsed by the public
authorities or bodies in charge of maritime spatial planning at national
level in the related coastal Member States.
Total budget: 2 500 000 (EUR)
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topicdetails/msp-012020;freeTextSearchKeyword=;typeCodes=0,1;statusCodes=31094501,31094502;programCode
=null;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;callCode=Def
ault;sortQuery=submissionStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTable
PageState
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